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LOVE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 
——————

Responding to Coronavirus as individual Christians:

Be Wise: Practice good hygiene and cleanliness. If you're sick, stay home, and take an abundance
of caution. Regularly wash your hands. Make wise decisions about travel, avoid large events. 
Consult the CDC for more information on how to prepare and be safe.
Be Calm: In Philippians 4 Paul says that in times of uncertainty and suffering we should be 
‘“anxious for nothing.” When he wrote those words, he was following Jesus’ lead (Matthew 6.25-
34) in reminding us that our hope in this world is not in human economies, or medicine, or 
technology, or cleanliness. Our hope is in Lord, the maker of Heaven and Earth (Psalm 121). So, if
you're feeling anxious or afraid over the coming weeks, remember that the God who watches 
over you is a God who does not slumber or sleep. He promises that He will watch over your 
life; your coming in and going out both now and forevermore.
Be thoughtful: Keep in mind that certain people will be impacted more than others: 
Be aware of those who may be “shut-in” and alone. Take a moment to think about people who 
might inadvertently become “invisible” and be intentional about reaching out to them.

 Be aware of our older generation and the risks that are more relevant to them as 
related to the virus. Be intentional about checking up with them.

 Be aware of our neighbors, especially those who may be alone and/or have special needs 
in this context. This is a moment when the love and mercy of Christ can shine through 
you!

 Local businesses can absorb losses from people staying home less than big national 
chains. If you are able buy stuff from them, do so.

 People who work on hourly wages and those who rely on tips will probably be hurt 
more than those on salary. Be aware of who is confronting this and find ways to help.

 Health care workers: lots of people will be showing up at hospitals etc. to be checked or
treated. Nurses, doctors and support staff will be pulling multiple extra shifts. Write 
them notes. Let them know how thankful you are for them.

Be Prayerful: Scripture teaches that Prayer is action and when it is done through faith in Christ,
the Lord can use it to move mountains and heal diseases. Therefore, let's join together during 
this time to pray for the Lord to guide our officials, equip our medical professionals, comfort the 
sick, shield the healthy, and arrest this virus from causing more harm. 

Historically, Christians have been known as people of love and compassion in times of disease 
and illness. When smallpox came to Rome most fled to the countryside, while Christians 
remained in the city to care for the sick and needy. When Romans evicted their infected loved 
ones out of their homes, Christians were the ones who invited them in to care for them. Of 
course, we want to proceed with caution and wisdom in the days to come. Yet, the Church has 
had some of her finest moments in situations like this. Let’s pray and look for opportunities to 
be the Presence of Christ in Milford, His means of responding with love and grace to this crisis.
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REFLECTION
——————

DESCENT TO THE CROSS: 
I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life;
Such a Way as gives us breath:
Such a Truth, as ends all strife:
And such a Life, as killeth death.

—George Herbert (1593-1633)

..................................................................................

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost \ 

Gathering Hymn We Come O Christ To You
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship Acts 4:10b–12

By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 

And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.

Invocation

Praise Hymn Jesus I Come

Oh how I need Your grace
More than my words can say
Jesus I come Jesus I come
In all my weaknesses
You are my confidence
Jesus I come Jesus I come

Chorus
I will rise stand redeemed
Heaven open over me
To Your name eternally
Endless glory I will bring

Oh what amazing love
We need Your cleansing flood
Jesus I come Jesus I come
In every broken place
You are my righteousness
Jesus I come Jesus I come

Chorus
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Confession of Sin

Search me O God, and know my heart; 
Test me, and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 
Have mercy on me O God, 
according to your unfailing love. 
Wash away all my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
Create in me a pure heart O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
[All] May the words of my mouth, 
 and the meditation of my heart, 
 be pleasing in your sight O Lord, 
 my Rock and my Redeemer. 

—Psalms 139:23-24; 51:1a,2,10; 19:14

Absolution John 3:16-18
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
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Thanksgiving Hymn Amazing Love

I'm forgiven
Because You were forsaken
I'm accepted
You were condemned
I'm alive and well
Your Spirit is within me
Because You died
And rose again

Chorus
Amazing love
How can it be
That You my King
Would die for me
Amazing love
I know it's true
It's my joy to honor You
In all I do I honor You

Jesus You are my King (repeat 3x)

Chorus

Peace of Christ

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you! 
People And also with you! 

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise Him, all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, you heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Old Testament Numbers 21:4–9

New Testament  John 14:1–7

Reader This is the Word of the Lord!
People Thanks be to God!

Sermon Ruth: faithfulness in a world turned upside down | Pastor Curran Bishop

Response Hymn Psalm 62

My soul finds rest in God alone
My rock and my salvation
A fortress strong against my foes
And I will not be shaken
Though lips may bless and hearts may curse
And lies like arrows pierce me
I'll fix my heart on righteousness
I'll look to Him who hears me

Chorus
O praise Him hallelujah
My Delight and my Reward
Everlasting never failing
My Redeemer my God

Find rest my soul in God alone
Amid the world's temptations
When evil seeks to take a hold
I'll cling to my salvation
Though riches come and riches go
Don't set your heart upon them
The fields of hope in which I sow
Are harvested in heaven
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Chorus

I'll set my gaze on God alone
And trust in Him completely
With ev'ry day pour out my soul
And He will prove His mercy
Though life is but a fleeting breath
A sigh too brief to measure
My King has crushed the curse of death
And I am His forever

Chorus

Bridge
O praise Him O praise Him
Hallelujah hallelujah
(Repeat 2x)

Chorus

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Profession | Collection | Prayers

Confession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Question 1
Leader What is your only comfort in life and death?
People That I, with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but

belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood
has fully paid for all my sins, and delivered me from all the power of 
the devil, and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly 
Father not a hair can fall from my head; moreover, that all things 
must work together for my salvation, and by His Holy Spirit, Christ 
also assures me of eternal life, and makes me heartily willing and 
ready, henceforth, to live for Him.
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Doxology Jesus Remember Me 

Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.

 Prayers of the People

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When 
directed please take your bulletin and form a circle around the chairs. If you find it difficult to 
stand, please sit at the end of one of the rows so we can include you. The basket of bread is 
gluten free. We serve wine in the Lord’s Supper, and grape juice for those who do not partake 
of wine. Whether you intend to commune or note, please join us in the circle.

Communion Hymn O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Prayer for those searching: 
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.

Doxology Jesus Remember Me 

Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.

 Prayers of the People

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When 
directed please take your bulletin and form a circle around the chairs. If you find it difficult to 
stand, please sit at the end of one of the rows so we can include you. The basket of bread is 
gluten free. We serve wine in the Lord’s Supper, and grape juice for those who do not partake 
of wine. Whether you intend to commune or note, please join us in the circle.

Communion Hymn O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Prayer for those searching: 
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.





— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Benediction  2 John 1:3
Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the 
Father's Son, in truth and love. Amen. 

Coronation Hymn Abide With Me

Announcements
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REFLECTION
——————

Who Is He?
It would be easier, I sometimes think, if God had given us a set of ideas to mull over 

and kick around and decide whether to accept or reject. He did not. He gave us himself 
in the form of a person. 

“Jesus saves,” announce the bumper stickers—imagine how ridiculous it would sound 
if you substituted Socrates or Napoleon or Marx.The Buddha gave his disciples 
permission to forget him as long as they honored his teaching and followed his path. 
Plato said, something similar of Socrates. Jesus, though, pointed to himself and said “I am
the way”…. 

It is an incontestable fact of history that Jesus’ followers, the same ones who were 
scratching their heads over his words at the Last Supper, a few weeks later were 
proclaiming him as the “Holy and Righteous One,” the “Lord,” the “author of life.” By 
the time the Gospels were written they regarded him as the Word who was God, 
through whom all things were made. In a later letter John took pains to point out “That
which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.” The book of Revelation describes Jesus as a 
blazing figure whose face “was like the sun shining in all its brilliance,” but always 
the author connected this Cosmic Christ to the actual Galilean man the disciples had 
heard and seen and touched.

Why would Jesus’ disciples invent these notions? Followers of Mohammed or Buddha,
willing to lay down their lives for their master, did not make such a jump in logic. Why 
would Jesus' disciples, so slow to accept it themselves, require of us a belief so difficult to
swallow? Why make it harder rather than easier to accept Jesus? 

The alternative to a conspiracy theory regarding Jesus himself, as the source of the 
audacious claims, only magnifies the problem. As I read through the Gospels, I sometimes
try to view them as an outsider might, in the same way I read the Qur'an of the 
Upanishads. When I take up that perspective I find myself repeatedly startled, even 
offended, by the arrogance of one who says, “I am the way, the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” I can read only a few pages 
before stumbling across one of these statements that seem outlandishly to undercut all 
his wise teaching and good deeds. If Jesus is not God, then he is badly deluded. 

 —Philip Yancey in The Jesus I Never Knew (1995).  
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WE ARE A LOCAL  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
—————— 

Local

We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve its 
specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the 
voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our 
neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to serve,
not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others because we
have been blessed by God. 

Presbyterian 

Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This 
provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the 
Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to know
Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible but 
vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace and
forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ. 

Church 

We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where 
you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the 
family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate to
each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate to 
each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ! 
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COMING UP 
—————— 

Sunday Night Community Group 

While we typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to
eat and drink together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world, 
this meeting will not take place today due to the coronavirus response. 

Commissioning Service 

Has been postponed until after the coronavirus response.

Public Launch Celebration

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! Our public launch celebration has also been postponed 
until after the coronavirus response.  

Contact us
203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 
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