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LOVE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 
——————

Responding to Coronavirus as individual Christians:

Be Wise: Practice good hygiene and cleanliness. If you're sick, stay home, and take an abundance
of caution. Regularly wash your hands. Make wise decisions about travel, avoid large events. 
Consult the CDC for more information on how to prepare and be safe.
Be Calm: In Philippians 4 Paul says that in times of uncertainty and suffering we should be 
‘“anxious for nothing.” When he wrote those words, he was following Jesus’ lead (Matthew 6.25-
34) in reminding us that our hope in this world is not in human economies, or medicine, or 
technology, or cleanliness. Our hope is in Lord, the maker of Heaven and Earth (Psalm 121). So, if
you're feeling anxious or afraid over the coming weeks, remember that the God who watches 
over you is a God who does not slumber or sleep. He promises that He will watch over your 
life; your coming in and going out both now and forevermore.
Be thoughtful: Keep in mind that certain people will be impacted more than others: 
Be aware of those who may be “shut-in” and alone. Take a moment to think about people who 
might inadvertently become “invisible” and be intentional about reaching out to them.

! Be aware of our older generation and the risks that are more relevant to them as 
related to the virus. Be intentional about checking up with them.

! Be aware of our neighbors, especially those who may be alone and/or have special needs 
in this context. This is a moment when the love and mercy of Christ can shine through 
you!

! Local businesses can absorb losses from people staying home less than big national 
chains. If you are able buy stuff from them, do so.

! People who work on hourly wages and those who rely on tips will probably be hurt 
more than those on salary. Be aware of who is confronting this and find ways to help.

! Health care workers: lots of people will be showing up at hospitals etc. to be checked or
treated. Nurses, doctors and support staff will be pulling multiple extra shifts. Write 
them notes. Let them know how thankful you are for them.

Be Prayerful: Scripture teaches that Prayer is action and when it is done through faith in Christ,
the Lord can use it to move mountains and heal diseases. Therefore, let's join together during 
this time to pray for the Lord to guide our officials, equip our medical professionals, comfort the 
sick, shield the healthy, and arrest this virus from causing more harm. 

Historically, Christians have been known as people of love and compassion in times of disease 
and illness. When smallpox came to Rome most fled to the countryside, while Christians 
remained in the city to care for the sick and needy. When Romans evicted their infected loved 
ones out of their homes, Christians were the ones who invited them in to care for them. Of 
course, we want to proceed with caution and wisdom in the days to come. Yet, the Church has 
had some of her finest moments in situations like this. Let’s pray and look for opportunities to 
be the Presence of Christ in Milford, His means of responding with love and grace to this crisis.
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——————

DESCENT TO THE CROSS: 
BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS, I AM 

In the burning bush God revealed himself to man as 
I AM WHO I AM. 
 
Almighty, incomprehensible, supreme in majesty, 
He who had no beginning is himself the Ground of all being. 
 
But in the fullness of time He reveals himself again; 
 he comes with a face, with a laugh, with a heart that cries, 
“Do not be afraid. Yes, before Abraham was, I AM. 
I am the inscrutable God. 
But I am humble in heart, and I am gentle.” 
 
We thought we could make him who Is, to be nothing: 
We crucified him, the Lord of glory. 
Yet God turned it to our good. 
Bless him in the congregation of the forgiven, 
the company of those who trust in Christ!

..................................................................................

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost \ 
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Gathering Hymn Lion of Judah

You're the Lion of Judah
The Lamb who was slain
You ascended to heaven
And ever more will reign
At the end of the age
When the earth You reclaim
You will gather the nations before You
And the eyes of all men
Will be fixed on the Lamb
Who was crucified
With wisdom and mercy and justice
You'll reign at Your Father's side

Chorus
And the angels will cry hail the Lamb
Who was slain for the world rule in power
And the earth will reply You shall reign
As the King of all kings
And the Lord of all lords

There's a shield in our hand
And a sword at our side
There's a fire in our spirits
That cannot be denied
'Cause the Father has told us
For these You have died
For the nations who gather before You
And the ears of all men
Need to hear of the Lamb
Who was crucified
Who descended to hell
Yet was raised up to reign
At His Father's side

Chorus
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship Hebrews 1:1–4, 10–12

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they
will be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will have no end

Invocation

Praise Hymn    How Great Thou Art

OT Lesson Exodus 3:11–15
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Confession of Sin
A Prayer for Confession of Pride

O exalted and mighty Father,
quietly and humbly we come, 
remembering that you oppose the proud, 
and tear down those who exalt themselves.

We are guilty of conceit, of vanity, and of boasting,
of putting on airs of superiority,
and adopting tones of condescension.
Our hearts have been stony, and proud.
And we have loved neither you nor others
with the innocence of children
We are quick to criticize and find fault,
but defensive and testy when criticized ourselves.
We have been smug or stingy with our possessions,
or protective of our status, or too hungry for praise.

Help us, for the burden of love you ask us to carry
is breaking our proud back,
for only humility is strong enough to cary it.
Bend us, O Lord, under your mighty hand.
Bow our hearts, that we might know ourselves as we are,
and not as we imagine ourselves to be.

All this we confess, in the name of our humble Savior, 
Even Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Absolution Isaiah 53:4–5
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions;

he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,

and with his wounds we are healed.
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Thanksgiving Hymn Psalm 46

God is our refuge, our strength, and our shield
An ever-present help
We will not fear, though the earth gives way
And the mountains crash into the sea

Chorus
There is a river whose streams will make glad
The city of our Most High King
God is within her; she will not fail
He helps her at break of the day

Nations in uproar; men’s kingdoms, they fall
He speaks and the earth melts away
The worst we imagine, the strongest of storms
Our Fortress, He will still remain

Chorus

Come let us see what the Lord has done
The ruin He brings to the earth
He makes wars to cease to the ends of the earth
He shatters the bow and the spear

Ending
There is a river whose streams will make glad
The city of our Most High King
God is within her; she will not fail
Listen and hear the Lord say
Be still and know that I am God

Peace of Christ

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you! 
People And also with you! 
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Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise Him, all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, you heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Old Testament Psalm 46

New Testament John 8:46-59

Reader This is the Word of the Lord!
People Thanks be to God!

Sermon Living in Zion | Pastor Curran Bishop

Response Hymn The God of Abraham Praise
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Profession | Collection | Prayers

Confession of Faith Colossians 1:15–20
Christians, what do you believe?
I believe that Jesus Christ our Lord is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. By him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Doxology Jesus Remember Me 

Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.

 Prayers of the People

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When 
directed please take your bulletin and form a circle around the chairs. If you find it difficult to 
stand, please sit at the end of one of the rows so we can include you. The basket of bread is 
gluten free. We serve wine in the Lord’s Supper, and grape juice for those who do not partake 
of wine. Whether you intend to commune or note, please join us in the circle.

Communion Hymn Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
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 Prayer for those searching: 
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Benediction  I Thessalonians 3:11-13
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all… so 
that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. Amen.

Coronation Hymn Be Still My Soul

Announcements
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REFLECTION
——————

The One God-Man
Looking at Jesus' life primarily “from below,” I have not stressed such concepts as 
preexistence and divine essence and dual nature, which take up so much space in theology 
books. It required five centuries for the church to work out the details of Jesus’ 
divinity/humanity and I have deliberately stayed close to the viewpoint presented by 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, not the interpretive screen provided by the rest of the New 
Testament and formalized by the [later church] councils of Nicea and Chalcedon. 
Even so, the Gospels themselves present the mystery of Jesus’ dual identity. How did this 
Galilean Jew with a family and hometown come to be worshiped as “Very God of Very 
God”? Simple: Read the Gospels, especially John. Jesus accepted Peter’s prostrate worship. To
a lame man and an adulterous woman and many others he said commandingly, “I forgive 
your sins.” To Jerusalem he remarked, “I am sending you prophets and wise men and 
teachers,” as if he was not a rabbi standing before them but the sovereign God of history. 
When challenged, Jesus answered bluntly, “I and the Father are one.” “Before Abraham was 
born, I am” he said on another occasion, uttering the sacred Hebrew word for God in case 
they missed the point. Devout Jews did not miss the point; several times they picked up 
stones to punish him for blasphemy. 
Jesus’ audacious claims about himself pose what may be the central problem of all history, 
the dividing point between Christianity and other religions. Although Muslims and, 
increasingly, Jews respect Jesus as a great teacher and prophet, no Muslim can imagine 
Muhammed claiming to be Allah any more than a Jew can imagine Moses claiming to be 
Yahweh. Likewise, Hindus believe in many incarnations but not one Incarnation, while 
Buddhists have no categories in which to conceive of a sovereign God becoming a human 
being. 
Could Jesus’ disciples have back-filled his teaching to include such brazen claims as part of 
their conspiracy to launch a new religion? Unlikely. The disciples, as we have seen, were inept
conspirators, and in fact the Gospels portray them as resistant to the very idea of Jesus' 
divinity. Every disciple, after all, belonged to the most fiercely monotheistic race on earth. As 
late as Jesus’ last night with them, after they had heard all the claims and seen all the 
miracles, one of them asked the Teacher, “Show us the Father.” Still they could not grasp it. 
Jesus was never clearer in his response: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” 
Jesus never temporized or waffled about his identity. He was either the Son of God sent to 
save the world or an impostor deserving of crucifixion. The people of his day understood 
the choice precisely.

—Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew (1995)
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WE ARE A LOCAL  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
—————— 

Local

We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve its 
specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the 
voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our 
neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to serve,
not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others because we
have been blessed by God. 

Presbyterian 

Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This 
provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the 
Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to know
Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible but 
vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace and
forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ. 

Church 

We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where 
you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the 
family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate to
each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate to 
each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ! 
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each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ! 



COMING UP 
—————— 

Sunday Night Community Group 

While we typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to
eat and drink together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world, 
this meeting will not take place today due to the coronavirus response. 

Commissioning Service 

Has been postponed until after the coronavirus response.

Public Launch Celebration

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! Our public launch celebration has also been postponed 
until after the coronavirus response.  

Contact us
203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 
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