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LOVE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 
——————

Responding to Coronavirus as individual Christians:

Be Wise: Practice good hygiene and cleanliness. If you're sick, stay home, and take an abundance
of caution. Regularly wash your hands. Make wise decisions about travel, avoid large events. 
Consult the CDC for more information on how to prepare and be safe.
Be Calm: In Philippians 4 Paul says that in times of uncertainty and suffering we should be 
‘“anxious for nothing.” When he wrote those words, he was following Jesus’ lead (Matthew 6.25-
34) in reminding us that our hope in this world is not in human economies, or medicine, or 
technology, or cleanliness. Our hope is in Lord, the maker of Heaven and Earth (Psalm 121). So, if
you're feeling anxious or afraid over the coming weeks, remember that the God who watches 
over you is a God who does not slumber or sleep. He promises that He will watch over your 
life; your coming in and going out both now and forevermore.
Be thoughtful: Keep in mind that certain people will be impacted more than others: 
Be aware of those who may be “shut-in” and alone. Take a moment to think about people who 
might inadvertently become “invisible” and be intentional about reaching out to them.

! Be aware of our older generation and the risks that are more relevant to them as 
related to the virus. Be intentional about checking up with them.

! Be aware of our neighbors, especially those who may be alone and/or have special needs 
in this context. This is a moment when the love and mercy of Christ can shine through 
you!

! Local businesses can absorb losses from people staying home less than big national 
chains. If you are able buy stuff from them, do so.

! People who work on hourly wages and those who rely on tips will probably be hurt 
more than those on salary. Be aware of who is confronting this and find ways to help.

! Health care workers: lots of people will be showing up at hospitals etc. to be checked or
treated. Nurses, doctors and support staff will be pulling multiple extra shifts. Write 
them notes. Let them know how thankful you are for them.

Be Prayerful: Scripture teaches that Prayer is action and when it is done through faith in Christ,
the Lord can use it to move mountains and heal diseases. Therefore, let's join together during 
this time to pray for the Lord to guide our officials, equip our medical professionals, comfort the 
sick, shield the healthy, and arrest this virus from causing more harm. 

Historically, Christians have been known as people of love and compassion in times of disease 
and illness. When smallpox came to Rome most fled to the countryside, while Christians 
remained in the city to care for the sick and needy. When Romans evicted their infected loved 
ones out of their homes, Christians were the ones who invited them in to care for them. Of 
course, we want to proceed with caution and wisdom in the days to come. Yet, the Church has 
had some of her finest moments in situations like this. Let’s pray and look for opportunities to 
be the Presence of Christ in Milford, His means of responding with love and grace to this crisis.
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REFLECTION
——————

Celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ

Christ’s Victory
Christ when he died 
Deceived the cross, 
And on death's side 
Threw all the loss; 
The captive world awaked and found 
The prisoners loose, the Jailor bound. 

– Richard Crashaw (1613-1649)
............................................................................................................................................

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost \ 

Gathering Hymn Christ the Lord is Risen Today
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship from Psalm 22 & 1 Corinthians 15

Curran: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
Gastons & people: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Curran: Lift up your heads, O you gates! 
Mark: Be lifted up, you ancient doors! 
Curran: That the King of glory may come in. 
Mark: Who is this King of glory? 

Gastons & people: The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle! 
Curran: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

lift them up you ancient doors, 
Mark: that the King of Glory may come in! 
Curran: Who is he, this king of glory? 

Gastons & people: The Lord Almighty! He is the King of glory! 
Curran & Mark: The peace of the Lord be with you.

Gastons & people: And also with you!

Invocation

Praise Hymn See What A Morning

See what a morning gloriously bright
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem
Folded the grave-clothes tomb filled with light
As the angels announce Christ is risen
See God's salvation plan wrought in love
Borne in pain paid in sacrifice
Fulfilled in Christ the Man for He lives
Christ is risen from the dead

See Mary weeping where is He laid
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb
Hears a voice speaking calling her name
It's the Master the Lord raised to life again
The voice that spans the years
Speaking life stirring hope bringing peace to us
Will sound till He appears
For He lives Christ is risen from the dead
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One with the Father Ancient of Days
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty
Honour and blessing glory and praise
To the King crowned with pow’r and authority
And we are raised with Him
Death is dead love has won Christ has conquered
And we shall reign with Him
For He lives Christ is risen from the dead

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 25:6-9 (Jodie)

Confession of Sin 
Arnie: You have laid out a feast for us, but we have preferred starvation: fill us with your 
Spirit.
Bishops & people: Lord, have mercy.
Arnie: You have shined light on us, but we have huddled in the darkness: fill us with your 
Spirit. 
Bishops & people: Christ, have mercy.
Arnie: You have given life to us, but we have run after death: fill us with your Spirit. 
Bishops & people: Lord, have mercy.

Absolution Litany of the Greater and the Lesser Exodus
(adapted from Exodus 15 & 1 Corinthians 15) 

Curran: Jesus is alive! 
Gastons & People: For the Lord of hosts was not willing to cast His exiled 

children out of His presence forever. 
Curran: I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted. 
G&P: The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 
Mark: The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 
G&P: He is my God and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will exalt 

Him; my mother’s God, and I will love Him; my God, and I will worship 
Him. 

Curran: The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is His name. 
G&P: Pharaoh’s chariots and his army, He has hurled into the sea. 
Mark: The best of Pharaoh’s officers, are drowned in the Red Sea! 

One with the Father Ancient of Days
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty
Honour and blessing glory and praise
To the King crowned with pow’r and authority
And we are raised with Him
Death is dead love has won Christ has conquered
And we shall reign with Him
For He lives Christ is risen from the dead

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 25:6-9 (Jodie)

Confession of Sin 
Arnie: You have laid out a feast for us, but we have preferred starvation: fill us with your 
Spirit.
Bishops & people: Lord, have mercy.
Arnie: You have shined light on us, but we have huddled in the darkness: fill us with your 
Spirit. 
Bishops & people: Christ, have mercy.
Arnie: You have given life to us, but we have run after death: fill us with your Spirit. 
Bishops & people: Lord, have mercy.

Absolution Litany of the Greater and the Lesser Exodus
(adapted from Exodus 15 & 1 Corinthians 15) 

Curran: Jesus is alive! 
Gastons & People: For the Lord of hosts was not willing to cast His exiled 

children out of His presence forever. 
Curran: I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted. 
G&P: The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 
Mark: The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 
G&P: He is my God and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will exalt 

Him; my mother’s God, and I will love Him; my God, and I will worship 
Him. 

Curran: The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is His name. 
G&P: Pharaoh’s chariots and his army, He has hurled into the sea. 
Mark: The best of Pharaoh’s officers, are drowned in the Red Sea! 



G&P: The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a 
stone. 

Curran: Your right hand O Lord, was majestic in power. You made Egypt—the enemy of 
your people—a type and figure of that last and great enemy, Death itself. 

G&P: But your right hand O Lord, shattered the enemy! By your resurrected 
Son, You bring us through the pangs of death, into the Promised Land of 
Life. You are the One making all things new. 

Curran: But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. 

Mark: Therefore my heart is glad, and my tongue rejoices; my body also rests secure, 
G&P: because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your 

Holy One see decay! 
Mark: Listen to this mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
G&P: For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised  imperishable, 

and we will be changed. 
Curran: For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 

G&P: Death has been swallowed up in victory! 
O Death, where is your victory? 
O Death, where is your sting?

ALL: The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 
Praise the Lord!

Thanksgiving Hymn Up From the Grave He Arose
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Peace of Christ

Jamie The peace of the Lord be with you! 
People And also with you! 

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise Him, all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, you heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Gospel Lesson Luke 23:50–24:12 (Jodie)

Reader This is the Word of the Lord!
People Thanks be to God!

Sermon What does the Resurrection produce? | Pastor Curran Bishop

Response Hymn Christ is Risen

Let no one caught in sin remain
Inside the lie of inward shame
But fix our eyes upon the cross
And run to Him who showed great love
And bled for us
Freely You've bled for us

Chorus
Christ is risen from the dead
Trampling over death by death
Come awake come awake
Come and rise up from the grave
Christ is risen from the dead
We are one with Him again
Come awake come awake
Come and rise up from the grave
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Beneath the weight of all our sin
You bowed to none but heaven's will
No scheme of hell no scoffer's crown
No burden great can hold You down
In strength You reign
Forever let Your church proclaim

Chorus

Bridge
O death where is your sting
O hell where is your victory
O church come stand in the light
The glory of God has defeated the night
Singing O death where is your sting
O hell where is your victory
O church come stand in the light
Our God is not dead He's alive He's alive

Chorus

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Profession | Collection | Prayers

Prayers of the People (Kendall)

Confession of Faith Mystery of Our Faith
Arnie: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Bishops & people: Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ is ascended
Christ will come again!
Arnie: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
Bishops & people: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Collection (Jodie)
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Doxology Alleluia 

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this 
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements 
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can. 
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a 
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion. 
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Communion Hymn O Come and Mourn

O come and mourn with me awhile, 
O come ye to the Saviors side 
O come, together let us mourn, 
Jesus our Lord is crucified.

Seven times He spake seven words of love; 
And all three hours His silence cried 
For mercy on the souls of men; 
Jesus our Lord is crucified.

Chorus
O love of God! O sin of man! 
In this dread act Your strength is tried; 
And victory remains with love; 
Jesus our Lord is crucified!

O break, O break, hard heart of mine! 
Thy weak self-love and guilty pride 
His Pilate and His Judas were: 
Jesus our Lord is crucified.

A broken heart, a fount of tears, 
Ask, and they will not be denied; 
A broken heart loves cradle is: 
Jesus our Lord is crucified.

Chorus

Lamentation

Prayer for those searching: 
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Benediction   Hebrews 13:20-21

Now may the God of peace whobrought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great  
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good thatyou may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through  
Jesus Christ; to whombe glory for ever and ever. Amen.   

Coronation Hymn Thine Be the Glory

Announcements
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REFLECTION
——————

A Dialogue Anthem
Christian: Alas, poor Death, where is thy glory? 

Where is thy famous force, thy ancient sting? 

Death: Alas poor Mortal, void of story, 
Go spell and read, how I have killed thy King. 

Christian: Poor Death! And who was hurt thereby? 
Thy curse being laid in him, makes thee accursed. 

Death: Let losers talk; yet thou shalt die. 
These arms shall crush thee. 

Christian: Spare not, do thy worst. 
I shall be one day better than before: 
Thou so much worse, that thou shalt be no more. 

~ George Herbert (1593-1633) 
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WE ARE A LOCAL  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
—————— 

Local

We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve its 
specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the 
voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our 
neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to serve,
not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others because we
have been blessed by God. 

Presbyterian 

Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This 
provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the 
Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to know
Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible but 
vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace and
forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ. 

Church 

We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where 
you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the 
family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate to
each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate to 
each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ! 
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COMING UP 
—————— 

Sunday Night Community Group 

While we typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to
eat and drink together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world, 
this meeting will not take place today due to the coronavirus response. 

Commissioning Service 

Has been postponed until after the coronavirus response.

Public Launch Celebration

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! Our public launch celebration has also been postponed 
until after the coronavirus response.  

Contact us
203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 
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While we typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to
eat and drink together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world, 
this meeting will not take place today due to the coronavirus response. 

Commissioning Service 

Has been postponed until after the coronavirus response.

Public Launch Celebration

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! Our public launch celebration has also been postponed 
until after the coronavirus response.  

Contact us
203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 
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