April 19, 2020
2nd Sunday of Easter

LOVE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS
——————
Responding to Coronavirus as individual Christians:
Be Wise: Practice good hygiene and cleanliness. If you're sick, stay home, and take an abundance
of caution. Regularly wash your hands. Make wise decisions about travel, avoid large events.
Consult the CDC for more information on how to prepare and be safe.
Be Calm: In Philippians 4 Paul says that in times of uncertainty and suffering we should be
‘“anxious for nothing.” When he wrote those words, he was following Jesus’ lead (Matthew 6.2534) in reminding us that our hope in this world is not in human economies, or medicine, or
technology, or cleanliness. Our hope is in Lord, the maker of Heaven and Earth (Psalm 121). So, if
you're feeling anxious or afraid over the coming weeks, remember that the God who watches
over you is a God who does not slumber or sleep. He promises that He will watch over your
life; your coming in and going out both now and forevermore.
Be thoughtful: Keep in mind that certain people will be impacted more than others:
Be aware of those who may be “shut-in” and alone. Take a moment to think about people who
might inadvertently become “invisible” and be intentional about reaching out to them.
• Be aware of our older generation and the risks that are more relevant to them as
related to the virus. Be intentional about checking up with them.
• Be aware of our neighbors, especially those who may be alone and/or have special needs
in this context. This is a moment when the love and mercy of Christ can shine through
you!
• Local businesses can absorb losses from people staying home less than big national
chains. If you are able buy stuff from them, do so.
• People who work on hourly wages and those who rely on tips will probably be hurt
more than those on salary. Be aware of who is confronting this and find ways to help.
• Health care workers: lots of people will be showing up at hospitals etc. to be checked or
treated. Nurses, doctors and support staff will be pulling multiple extra shifts. Write
them notes. Let them know how thankful you are for them.
Be Prayerful: Scripture teaches that Prayer is action and when it is done through faith in Christ,
the Lord can use it to move mountains and heal diseases. Therefore, let's join together during
this time to pray for the Lord to guide our officials, equip our medical professionals, comfort the
sick, shield the healthy, and arrest this virus from causing more harm.
Historically, Christians have been known as people of love and compassion in times of disease
and illness. When smallpox came to Rome most fled to the countryside, while Christians
remained in the city to care for the sick and needy. When Romans evicted their infected loved
ones out of their homes, Christians were the ones who invited them in to care for them. Of
course, we want to proceed with caution and wisdom in the days to come. Yet, the Church has
had some of her finest moments in situations like this. Let’s pray and look for opportunities to
be the Presence of Christ in Milford, His means of responding with love and grace to this crisis.

REFLECTION
——————
Celebrating the Risen Christ
as the Resurrection Community of Witness
From Mary Magdalene on Easter morning,
To the ten disciples on Easter night,
To the 500 who saw him at one time,
Jesus’ followers came to understand One Great Thing:
They had been chosen to bear witness
To the greatest thing the world had ever seen—
A dead man resurrected to the energy of an indestructible life!
And this is how the power of the gospel is manifested:
As we bear witness to the witness
Of those who saw Jesus alive after his death,
God confirms the truth of Christ’s resurrection
In the minds and hearts of all those he reconciled to himself
In the death of his eternal Son.
O Jesus, we are grateful for the privilege of bearing witness,
Of being a living letter from you
To someone in despair; To someone who grieves,
To someone alone; To someone self-satisfied.
Blessed be your Name for calling us to take up our place
In the outer edge of that great cloud of witnesses.
Alleluia and Amen!

............................................................................................................................................

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost

Gathering Hymn

Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain

\

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Call to Worship

from Hebrews 2 & Psalm 22

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons
to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For he
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the
midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has
not hidden his face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him.
From you comes my praise in the great congregation
Invocation
Praise Hymn Before the Throne of God Above
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on His hands
My name is written on His heart
I know that while in heav'n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin
Because the sinless Saviour died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

Chorus
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Praise the One
Risen Son of God
Behold Him there the risen Lamb
My perfect spotless righteousness
The great unchangeable I Am
The King of glory and of grace
One with Himself I cannot die
My soul is purchased with His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Saviour and my God
With Christ my Saviour and my God
I bow before the cross of Christ
And marvel at this love divine
God's perfect Son was sacrificed
To make me righteous in God's eyes
This river's depths I cannot know
But I can glory in its flood
The Lord Most High has bowed down low
And poured on me His glorious love
And poured on me His glorious love
Chrous
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 19:19-25

Confession of Sin
Almighty God and Eternal Father,
in whose heart the quality of mercy is never strained,
we confess now, that we have not loved you
with all our heart and soul,
with all our mind and strength;
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves.

We ask you O Lord,
to forgive what we have been,
amend what we are,
and grant hope for what we yet will be.
Then by the power of His spirit, we will follow till we die
the example of Jesus Christ our Lord,
the bearer of all our guilt, and lover of our inmost soul. Amen.
Absolution

Romans 4:20-25

No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his
faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it
was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was
delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. (ESV)
Gospel Lesson

Matthew 28:1-20

Thanksgiving Hymn

Lift high the name of Jesus,

Lift high the name of Jesus, Of Jesus our King.
Make known the power of His grace, The beauty of His peace.
Remember how His mercy reached; And we cried out to Him.
He lifted us to solid ground, To freedom from our sin.
Chorus
Oh sing my soul, And tell all He's done,
Till the earth and heavens are filled with His glory!
Lift high the name of Jesus, Of Jesus our Lord.
His power in us is greater than, Is greater than this world.
To share the reason for our hope, To serve with love and grace,
That all who see Him shine through us, Might bring the Father praise.
Chorus

Lift high the name of Jesus, Of Jesus our Light.
No other name on earth can save, Can raise a soul to life.
He opens up our eyes to see The harvest He has grown.
We labor in His fields of grace As He leads sinners home.
Chorus
Peace of Christ
The peace of the Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Gloria
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen! Amen!
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Gospel Lesson

Luke 24:13-35

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

When it hurts | Pastor Curran Bishop

Response Hymn

Our Hearts Still Burned

Faded hope and grim despair, on the day of the murdered king
Foolish minds and unbelief, could not grasp what the prophets sing
Did not Jesus have to suffer, enter glory through agony?
Then the king unpacked his Word: Their hearts leapt, and their eyes could see
Everything the Scriptures say, in the Prophets, the Law, the Psalms
Touching Jesus, called the Christ, is fulfilled in this gospel song
The Messiah had to suffer, had to rise on the first Lord’s Day
We proclaim to every land, true forgiveness in Jesus’ name

We were deaf, but now we hear, Scripture’s voice both in type and word
Unbelief that has us chained, has become in our eyes absurd
Did our hearts not burn within us, as he spoke with us on the way
And our hearts still burn with fire, as his Word speaks to us today
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Bringing Our Life to God

Profession | Collection | Prayers

Prayers of the People
Confession of Faith
The Apostle's Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and earth;
.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into Hell;
the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty;
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.
Amen.
*that is, the universal church
Collection
Doxology

Celtic Alleluia

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can.
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion.
Communion Hymn

I Need Thee Every Hour

Lamentation
Prayer for those searching:
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve.
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word,
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Benediction

1 Peter 5:10-11

May the God of all grace, who has calledyou to his eternal glory in Christ, himself
restore, establish, and strengthen you. To him be thedominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Coronation Hymn
Announcements

Jesus Shall Reign

REFLECTION
——————
“It is my hope that, in telling my own story, [of conversion to faith in Jesus Christ] I will
show my own people—Palestinian followers of Islam who have been used by corrupt
regimes for hundreds of years—that the truth can set them free.... So if you meet me in
the street.... Instead of looking at me as a spiritual trophy, pray for me, that I will grow in
my faith and that I won't step on too many toes as I learn to dance with the
Bridegroom.”
—Mosab Hassan Yousef in Son of Hamas (2010)

WE ARE A LOCAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
——————

Local
We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve its
specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the
voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our
neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to serve,
not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others because we
have been blessed by God.

Presbyterian
Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This
provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the
Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to know
Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible but
vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace and
forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ.

Church
We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where
you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the
family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate to
each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate to
each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ!

COMING UP
——————

Sunday Night Community Group
While we typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to
eat and drink together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world,
this meeting will not take place today due to the coronavirus response.

Commissioning Service
Has been postponed until after the coronavirus response.

Public Launch Celebration
Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! Our public launch celebration has also been postponed
until after the coronavirus response.

Contact us
203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org
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