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REFLECTION
——————

Celebrating the Epiphany of God: 
Magi from the East

In the bowing of the magi from the East,
Pagan gentiles own Jesus as king of the world.
Supernatural light leads them, 
The glory of God is revealed to them.
Mercy itself descends, 
and Heaven’s light lifts our darkness.

In every age and every place, 
Divine grace draws human hearts through our frail witness
To Christ and His crib; Christ and his cross;
Christ and his healing; Christ and his peace.

Thanks be to God for his indescribable Gift!
Thanks be to God for the privilege
Of bringing Hope to the world.
Alleluia!
...........................................................................................................................................................

THE FESTIVAL OF THE EPIPHANY OF GOD

Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost 

Gathering Hymn  O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide

O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
 Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors bread down;
 Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.

O Father, dew from heaven send;
 As morning dew, O Son, descend.
Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring;
 To Jacob’s line rain down the King.
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O earth, in flow’ring bud be seen;
 Clothe hill and dale in garb of green.
Bring forth, O earth, a blossom rare,
 Our Savior, sprung from meadow fair.

O Fount of hope, how long, low long?
 When will You come with comfort strong?
O come, O come, Your throne forego;
 Console us in our vale of woe.

O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
 When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
 We grope in gloom and dark of night.

Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
 Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lend us with mighty hand
 From exile to our promised land.

There shall we all our praises bring
 And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore
 Forever and forevermore.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship Isaiah 60:1-6:

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you. 

And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you;
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your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip

Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be
turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you

A multitude of camels shall cover you...
       They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD!

Invocation

New Testament Lesson Matthew 2:1-12

Praise Hymn The First Noel

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Confession of Sin Matthew 2:13-23
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to
Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise 
men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard
in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of
Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the 
child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived in a city
called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be 
called a Nazarene.”
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Individual Confession

Absolution 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Thanksgiving Hymn Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning

Old Testament Lesson Psalm 72:1-14

Peace of Christ

The peace of the Lord be with you! 
And also with you! 

Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts
Heaven and Earth are full of your Glory!
Hosanna in the Highest!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the Highest!

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Sermon Text Ezekiel 33:1-20

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon The Fairness of God | Curran Bishop

Response Hymn Lift High the Name of Jesus

Lift high the name of Jesus, Of Jesus our King. 
Make known the power of His grace, The beauty of His peace. 
Remember how His mercy reached; And we cried out to Him. 
He lifted us to solid ground, To freedom from our sin. 

Chorus 
Oh sing my soul, And tell all He's done, 
Till the earth and heavens are filled with His glory! 

Lift high the name of Jesus, Of Jesus our Lord. 
His power in us is greater than, Is greater than this world. 
To share the reason for our hope, To serve with love and grace, 
That all who see Him shine through us, Might bring the Father praise. 

Chorus 

Lift high the name of Jesus, Of Jesus our Light. 
No other name on earth can save, Can raise a soul to life. 
He opens up our eyes to see The harvest He has grown. 
We labor in His fields of grace As He leads sinners home.

Chorus

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Prayers | Collection | Profession

Prayers of the People

Collection text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts 
or visit give.pcamna.org/to/1708/ 
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Confession of Faith  Adapted from The Lausanne Covenant, 1974
I believe in the one eternal God, Creator and Lord of the world, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, who governs all things according to the purpose of His will. 
I believe that God has been calling out from the world a people for Himself, the 

church, and sending His people back into the world to be His servants and witnesses for
the extension of His Kingdom and for His glory. 

I believe in the divine inspiration, truthfulness and authority of both the Old and 
New Testament Scriptures in their entirety as the only written word of God, and in the 
power of God’s word to accomplish His purpose of salvation. 

I believe that there is only one Savior, Jesus Christ, and that He will return 
personally and visibly, in power and glory, to consummate His salvation and His judgment.

I believe in the Holy Spirit whom the Father has sent to bear witness to His Son, 
I believe that conviction of sin, faith in Christ, new birth, and Christian growth are all

His work. 

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this 
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements 
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can. 
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a 
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion. 

Alleluia Celtic Alleluia

Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, 
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to 
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in 
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy 
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand, 
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my
unbelief! Amen.

9

Confession of Faith  Adapted from The Lausanne Covenant, 1974
I believe in the one eternal God, Creator and Lord of the world, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, who governs all things according to the purpose of His will. 
I believe that God has been calling out from the world a people for Himself, the 

church, and sending His people back into the world to be His servants and witnesses for
the extension of His Kingdom and for His glory. 

I believe in the divine inspiration, truthfulness and authority of both the Old and 
New Testament Scriptures in their entirety as the only written word of God, and in the 
power of God’s word to accomplish His purpose of salvation. 

I believe that there is only one Savior, Jesus Christ, and that He will return 
personally and visibly, in power and glory, to consummate His salvation and His judgment.

I believe in the Holy Spirit whom the Father has sent to bear witness to His Son, 
I believe that conviction of sin, faith in Christ, new birth, and Christian growth are all

His work. 

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this 
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements 
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can. 
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a 
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion. 

Alleluia Celtic Alleluia

Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, 
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to 
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in 
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy 
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand, 
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my
unbelief! Amen.

9



— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Coronation Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old

Benediction Ephesians 3:20-21
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

REFLECTION
——————

Epiphany: The Revealing of God

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, 
has shined the light of knowledge upon the world;
for thereby they that worshipped the stars 
were instructed by a star to worship Thee,
The Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, 
the Dayspring from on high.
O Lord, glory be to thee.
Today, the Virgin bears Him who is transcendent, 
and the earth presents the cave to 
Him who is beyond reach.
Angels, along with shepherds glorify Him.
The Magi make their way to Him by a star.
For a new child has been born for us,
The God before all ages.

—Ancient prayer of the Eastern Church

10

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Coronation Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old

Benediction Ephesians 3:20-21
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

REFLECTION
——————

Epiphany: The Revealing of God

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, 
has shined the light of knowledge upon the world;
for thereby they that worshipped the stars 
were instructed by a star to worship Thee,
The Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, 
the Dayspring from on high.
O Lord, glory be to thee.
Today, the Virgin bears Him who is transcendent, 
and the earth presents the cave to 
Him who is beyond reach.
Angels, along with shepherds glorify Him.
The Magi make their way to Him by a star.
For a new child has been born for us,
The God before all ages.

—Ancient prayer of the Eastern Church

10



1111



ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————

Community Group will meet tonight, January 3, 4-5:30pm at the Fowler Building (45 
New Haven Ave, Milford, CT 06460; parking at 1 Shipyard Ln., Milford, CT 06460--across 
the parking lot from the pavilion) to celebrate Epiphany through fellowship and socially 
distanced games.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting – 7-7:50pm
In the midst of pandemic, political chaos and social distancing we need each other, and 
we need God. Please join us as we follow a short prayer and scripture liturgy, pray for 
each other, and have some “digital fellowship.”
Zoom link       Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297

Helping Without Hurting – Thursday Adult discipleship classes via zoom will resume
in January (date TBD) from 8-9pm with a look at how the nature and character of God 
shapes the mercy ministry of His Church as explored in the revolutionary book, When 
Helping Hurts.

Contact us
203.812.9928 or info@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at facebook.com/CPCMilford
or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 

CCLI License # 20088182
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85644752681?pwd=aGdDbDhtTWpORFNtSUtrQ0dEdUlJZz09#success

