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REFLECTION
——————

Celebrating Jesus, Incarnate Son of God: 
Lord of the Martyrs

All do not bend the knee to the Christ child: 
In Herod’s slaughter of Bethlehem’s “flowerets” 
Are fulfilled the foreboding words of the psalm: 
“The kings of the earth take their stand, 
And the rulers gather together against the Lord 
And against his Anointed One.” 

The first New Covenant martyrs—those who die for 
the cause of gospel—are the infants of Bethlehem. 
And down the corridor of history, 
From every land and people, 
Follow a long line of witnesses, 
Killed for their loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

Being faithful, even unto death, 
And loving God more than life itself, 
They receive the promised crown 
And trust him who says, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
Praise the Sovereign who says, 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his godly ones.” 
Alleluia! 
...........................................................................................................................................................

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost 
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Gathering Hymn  O Church Arise

O church arise and put your armor on
Hear the call of Christ our Captain
For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given
With shield of faith and belt of truth
We'll stand against the devil's lies
An army bold whose battle cry is Love
Reaching out to those in darkness

Our call to war to love the captive soul
But to rage against the captor
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole
We will fight with faith and valour
When faced with trials on every side
We know the outcome is secure
And Christ will have the prize for which He died
An inheritance of nations

Come see the cross where love and mercy meet
As the Son of God is stricken
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet
For the Conqueror has risen
And as the stone is rolled away
And Christ emerges from the grave
This victory march continues till the day
Every eye and heart shall see Him

So Spirit come put strength in every stride
Give grace for every hurdle
That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful
As saints of old still line the way
Retelling triumphs of His grace
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When with Christ we stand in glory
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship Psalm 72:12-14
[The LORD] delivers the needy when he calls,

the poor and him who has no helper. 
He has pity on the weak and the needy,

and saves the lives of the needy. 
From oppression and violence he redeems their life,

and precious is their blood in his sight.

Invocation

Praise Hymn All Hail the Power of Jesus Name

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Confession of Sin (based on Isaiah 53)
O Lord, forgive me; for I have despised and forsaken you.
It was I who made you a man of sorrows,

and acquainted with grief
It was I who hid my face from you;

I despised you, and counted you nothing.
.

O Lord, you yourself bore my griefs, and carried my sorrows;
I counted you stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

.
But you were wounded for my transgressions;

you were crushed for my sins.
The Chastening for my well-being fell upon you;

and it was by your scourging that I am healed.
.

Like a foolish sheep, I have gone astray;
I have turned—like all the rest—to my own way.
But the Lord has laid on you every bit of my guilt.
Have mercy on me, Lord Jesus, for I am grieved by my offenses. Amen.

Individual Confession
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Absolution 1 Peter 1:3–7
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving Hymn There is a Fountain Filled with Blood

Old Testament Lesson Daniel 3:16-28

New Testament Lesson Acts 7:54-60

Peace of Christ

The peace of the Lord be with you! 
And also with you! 

Trinity Song

Holy Father Son and Spirit
Holy Communion Three in One
Come with Your peace with Your invitation
Bind us together in holy love
Holy Father Son and Spirit
Holy Communion Three in One

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Sermon Text Acts 19:21-41

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon The Acts of the Ascended Christ, 24 | Curran Bishop

Response Hymn On Jordan's Stormy Banks

On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan’s fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.

All o’er those wide extended plains,
Shines one eternal day;
There God the Son forever reigns,
And scatters night away.

Chorus
I am bound (I am bound)
I am bound (I am bound)
I am bound for promised land (repeat)

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath
Can reach that healthful shore;
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death,
Are felt and feared no more.

Chorus

When shall I reach that happy place,
And be forever blessed?
When shall I see my Father’s face,
And in His bosom rest?

Chorus

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Prayers | Collection | Profession
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Prayers of the People

Collection text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts 
or visit give.pcamna.org/to/1708/ 

Confession of Faith  Westminster Larger Catechism (1647)
Q. 49. How did Christ humble himself in his death?
A. Christ humbled himself in his death, in that having been betrayed by Judas, 
forsaken by his disciples, scorned and rejected by the world, condemned by 
Pilate, and tormented by his persecutors; having also conflicted with the 
terrors of death, and the powers of darkness, felt and borne the weight of 
God’s wrath, he laid down his life an offering for sin, enduring the painful, 
shameful, and cursed death of the cross.
Q. 85. Death, being the wages of sin, why are not the righteous delivered from death, 
seeing all their sins are forgiven in Christ?
A. The righteous shall be delivered from death itself at the last day, and even 
in death are delivered from the sting and curse of it; so that, although they 
die, yet it is out of God’s love, to free them perfectly from sin and misery, and 
to make them capable of further communion with Christ in glory, which they
then enter upon.

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this 
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements 
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can. 
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a 
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion. 

Alleluia Sinclair Alleluia

Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, 
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to 
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in 
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy 
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand, 
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my
unbelief! Amen.
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Coronation Hymn For All the Saints

Benediction Hebrews 13:20-21
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

REFLECTION
——————

The Cloud of Witnesses 
The new convert soon learned more of the Christians. After a brief rest he rose and was 

joined by Honorius, who offered to show him the nature of the place where they lived. 
Those whom he had seen at the chapel service formed but a small part of the dwellers in 

the Catacombs…. 
He walked far on, accompanied by Honorius….
"Sometimes," continued Honorius, "three are buried in the same grave. In other places, 

Marcellus, you will see that large numbers are buried; for when persecution rages, it is not 
always possible to pay to each individual the separate attention that is desired. Yonder is a 
tablet that marks the burial-place of many martyrs whose names are unknown, but whose 
memories are blessed." He pointed to a slab bearing the following inscription:

Marcella and five hundred and fifty martyrs of Christ.
"Here is a longer one," said Marcellus, 
In Christ, Alexander is not dead, but lives above the stars, and his body rests in this tomb. He 

ended his life under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who although he might have foreseen that great 
benefit would result from his services, rendered unto him hatred instead of favor. For while on his 
knees, and about to sacrifice unto the true God, he was led away to execution. O sad times! In which 
even among sacred rites and prayers, not even in caverns could we be safe. What can be more 
wretched than such a life? And what than such a death? Where they cannot be buried by their 
friends and relations! At length they sparkle in heaven. He has scarcely lived who has lived in 
Christian times. 

"This," said Honorius, "is the resting place of a well-loved brother, whose memory is still 
cherished in all the churches. Around this tomb we shall hold the agape feast upon the 
anniversary of his birthday. At this feast the barriers of different classes and ranks, of different 
kindreds and tribes and tongues and peoples are all broken down. We are all brethren in 
Christ Jesus, for we remember that as Christ loved us, so ought we also to love one another." 

– from The Martyr of the Catacombs (historical novel written circa 1876)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————

Community Group will meet tonight, January 10, 4-5:30pm at the Fowler Building (45 
New Haven Ave, Milford, CT 06460; parking at 1 Shipyard Ln., Milford, CT 06460--across 
the parking lot from the pavilion) for an inductive Bible study and community building 
time.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting – 7-7:50pm
In the midst of pandemic, political chaos and social distancing we need each other, and 
we need God. Please join us as we follow a short prayer and scripture liturgy, pray for 
each other, and have some “digital fellowship.”
Zoom link       Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297

Helping Without Hurting – Thursday Adult discipleship classes via zoom will resume
in January (date TBD) from 8-9pm with a look at how the nature and character of God 
shapes the mercy ministry of His Church as explored in the revolutionary book, When 
Helping Hurts.

Contact us
203.812.9928 or info@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at facebook.com/CPCMilford
or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 

CCLI License # 20088182
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85644752681?pwd=aGdDbDhtTWpORFNtSUtrQ0dEdUlJZz09#success

