January 17, 2020
3rd Sunday of Epiphany

REFLECTION
——————
Celebrating Jesus, Incarnate Son of God:
Lord of the Life of the Family of Man
Before we are redeemed we are human,
Made in the marvelous image of the one living God,
Like all our neighbors—believers and unbelievers alike;
Together, all the children of Adam are the one “family of man,”
Created by the great God of grace and mercy!
All Christian responsibility in the civil sphere
is directed toward the high end of protecting and
promoting our common, created, human life,
In all of its fractured glory,
That the ascended, incarnate Lord of all things
May do his work of blessing and giving and saving
Among the daughters of Eve and the sons of Adam,
In every nation of the earth!
...........................................................................................................................................................
THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost
Gathering Hymn

All Things Bright and Beautiful

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Call to Worship
Psalm 8:1, 3-6, 9
O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?
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Yet you have made him a little lower than
the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.
You have given him dominion over
the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Invocation
Old Testament Lesson
Praise Hymn

From Psalm 104

This is My Father’s World

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Confession of Sin
Almighty God, You have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned Him Lord of all.
We confess that we have not bowed before Him,
or acknowledged His rule in our lives.
We have gone along with the ways of the world,
and failed to give Him glory.
Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be Your faithful people,
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who rules the world and is head of the Church, His body.
In His name we pray, Amen.
Individual Confession
Absolution
Psalms 30:2, 4–5, 8, 11–12
O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. Sing praises to the
LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is but for a
moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes
with the morning. To you, O LORD, I cry, and to the Lord I plead for mercy: You have
turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth and clothed me
with gladness, that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O LORD my God, I
will give thanks to you forever!
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Thanksgiving Hymn

Psalm 104A

New Testament Lesson

Colossians 3:1-17

Peace of Christ
The peace of the Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be;
World, without end; Amen, Amen.
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Sermon Text

Acts 20 (verses 1-3, 5-13a, 16-38)

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Sermon
Response Hymn

The Acts of the Ascended Christ, 25 | Curran Bishop
I Will Praise Him Still

When the morning falls on the farthest hill
I will sing his name, I will praise him still.
When dark trials come and my heart is filled
With the weight of doubt, I will praise Him still.
Chorus
For the Lord our God, he is strong to save
From the arms of death, from the deepest grave.
And he gave us life in his perfect will,
And by his good grace I will praise him still.
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"Know the Lord, your God leaves you not alone:
‘I will visit you, I’ll restore your home.’
For I know my plans for your hope and good:
I'll be found in you; Be my flesh and blood
Chorus
Now to you, O Lord I lift up my eyes;
to you enthroned far above the skies
As a servant looks to the master's hand,
So I gaze above, trust your mighty plan
Chorus
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Bringing Our Life to God

Prayers | Collection | Profession

Prayers of the People
Collection

text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts
or visit give.pcamna.org/to/1708/

Confession of Faith
Colossians 1:15–20
Christians, what do you believe?
I believe that Jesus Christ our Lord is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation. By him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
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Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can.
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion.
The Lord's Prayer (Lascoe)
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Your name
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread, Forgive our debts as we forgive
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from all evil
For Thine is the kingdom, Thine is the power
Thine is the glory, Forever and ever
Amen amen
Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved,
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand,
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my
unbelief! Amen.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Coronation Hymn

God of Wonders

Lord of all creation
Of water earth and sky
The heavens are Your tabernacle
Glory to the Lord on high
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Chorus
God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy holy
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy holy
Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of heaven and earth
Early in the morning
I will celebrate the light
When I stumble in the darkness
I will call Your name by night
Chorus
Bridge
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth
God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy holy
Precious Lord reveal Your heart to me
Father hold me hold me
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy holy
Benediction
Philippians 2:9–11, 4:23
God has highly exalted [Jesus] and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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REFLECTION
——————

Our Common Human Life
The first cry of a newborn baby in Chicago or Zamboango, in Amsterdam or Rangoon,
has the same pitch and key, each saying, “I am! I have come through! I belong! I am a
member of the Family….”
If the human face is “the masterpiece of God” it is here then in a thousand fateful
registrations. Often the faces speak what words can never say. Some tell of eternity and
others only the latest tattlings. Child faces of blossom smiles or mouths of hunger are
followed by homely faces of majesty carved and worn by love, prayer and hope, along
with others light and carefree as thistledown in a late summer wind. Faces having land
and sea on them, faces honest as the morning sun flooding a clean kitchen with light,
faces crooked and lost and wondering where to go this afternoon or tomorrow
morning. Faces in crowds. Laughing and windblown leaf faces, profiles in an instant of
agony, mouths in a dumbshow mockery lacking speech, faces of music in gay song or a
twist of pain, a hate ready to kill, or calm and ready-for-death faces. Some of them are
worth a long look now and deep contemplation later. Faces betokening a serene blue sky
or faces dark with storm winds and lashing night rain. And faces beyond forgetting,
written over with faiths in men and dreams of man surpassing himself. An alphabet here
and a multiplication table of living breathing human faces. In the times to come as the
past there will be generations taking hold as though loneliness and the genius of struggle
has always dwelt in the hearts of pioneers. To the question, “What will the story be of
the Family of Man across the near or far future?” some would reply, “For the answers
read if you can the strange and baffling eyes of youth.”
There is only one man in the world and his name is All Men.
There is only one woman in the world
and her name is All Women.
There is only one child in the world
and the child’s name is All Children.
A camera testament, a drama of the grand canyon of humanity, an epic woven of fun,
mystery and holiness—here is the Family of Man!
.
— Carl Sandburg, Prologue to The Family of Man,
photo exhibition by Edward Steichen in the
Museum of Modern Art, New York City, 1955
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————
Community Group will meet tonight, January 17, 4-5 pm. We will meet in several
smaller groups to protect each other. Please RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org and we'll let
the sorting hat script assign us between houses to enjoy (socially distanced) time
together.
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting – 7-7:50pm
In the midst of pandemic, political chaos and social distancing we need each other, and
we need God. Please join us as we follow a short prayer and scripture liturgy, pray for
each other, and have some “digital fellowship.”
Zoom link
Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297
Helping Without Hurting – Every-other-Thursday, starting January 21, 8-9 pm
We'll look at how the nature and character of God shapes the mercy ministry of His
Church using the book When Helping Hurts. Please let us know if you need a copy!
($10) Zoom link
Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297
Women's Bible Study - every-other-Tues. 7:30-9 pm, in person and on zoom (next
meeting 1/26). Please RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org. Link to the study guide ($2.50).
Zoom Link Meeting ID: 828 6871 9345 Passcode: 246223
Contact us
203.812.9928 or info@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at facebook.com/CPCMilford
or visit us online at cpcmilford.org
CCLI License # 20088182
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