January 31, 2021
5th Sunday of Epiphany

REFLECTION
——————
Celebrating Christ, Incarnate Son of God:
Lord of All Wealth
Everything that exists belongs to the Lord. So he says,
“The cattle on a thousand hills are mine;”
“The silver is mine, and the gold is mine.”
So the psalmist sings,
“The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof!”
All we own is the Lord’s;
All we own is to be laid at his feet;
All we own God will take and use for his glory:
for the good of his people,
and for the relief of suffering everywhere.
Praise be to the God of heaven who teaches us
to hold our money, our possessions, our wealth,
with a loose grip;
Blessed be our Lord Christ
Who is himself our chief Treasure. Alleluia!
...........................................................................................................................................................

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost
Gathering Hymn

Take My Life, and Let It Be
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Call to Worship

Isaiah 33:2, 5-6

O LORD, be gracious to us; we wait for you.
Be our arm every morning,
our salvation in the time of trouble.
The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high;
he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness,
and he will be the stability of your times,
abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge;
the fear of the LORD is Zion’s treasure.
Invocation
Praise Hymn

Establish the Works of Our Hands

If You don't build it we labor in vain
Without Your Spirit we stand with no strength
I know my life is passing away
But the works of Your hands are what will remain
Chorus
Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us
O Lord establish the work of our hands (repeat)
Teach us to number the length of our days
Pour out Your power we'll pour out Your praise
Teach us to run to finish the race
For only what's done in love will remain
Chorus
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia (repeat)
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Old Testament Lesson

Malachi 3:6–12
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Confession of Sin
O Lord, my every sense, member and affection, is a snare to me. I can scarce open my
eyes but I envy those above me, or despise those below. I covet the honor and riches of
the mighty, and am proud and unmerciful to the rags of others. If I behold beauty it is a
bait to lust; or see deformity, it stirs up loathing and disdain. How soon do slanders and
wanton speeches creep into my heart! You know that all these are snares by my
corruptions, and that my greatest snare is myself. Keep me ever mindful of my natural
state, but let me not forget my heavenly title, or the grace that can deal with every sin.
Individual Confession
Absolution
Malachi 4:1–3
For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name,
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like
calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under
the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.
Thanksgiving Hymn

Be Still My Soul

New Testament Lesson

Luke 12:13–26

Peace of Christ
The peace of the Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Trinity Song
Holy Father Son and Spirit
Holy Communion Three in One
Come with Your peace with Your invitation
Bind us together in holy love
Holy Father Son and Spirit
Holy Communion Three in One
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Sermon Text

Acts 21:27-2:29

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

The Acts of the Ascended Christ, 27 | Curran Bishop

Response Hymn

Simple Living

A rich young man came to ask of Christ
Good teacher will You tell me
What must I do for eternal life
I've kept Your laws completely
Sell all you have give to the poor
Then heaven's treasure shall be yours
How hard for those who are rich on earth
To gain the wealth of heaven
Now Jesus sat by the offering gate
As people brought their money
The rich they filled the collection plate
The widow gave a penny
Now she's out-given all the rest
Her gift was all that she possessed
Not what you give but what you keep
Is what the King is counting
O teach me Lord to walk this road
The road of simple living
To be content with what I own
And generous in giving
And when I cling to what I have
Please wrest it quickly from my grasp
I'd rather lose all the things of earth
To gain the things of heaven
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Bringing Our Life to God

Prayers | Collection | Profession

Prayers of the People
Collection

text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts
or visit give.pcamna.org/to/1708/

Confession of Faith

From the Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

Christians, What do you believe?
I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of
Christ his Son. I believe that Jesus is the Son of God and saves us from our
sins even as salvation cannot be found in anyone else; it is futile to look for
any salvation elsewhere. I believe that the Holy Spirit is eternal God and that
He has been given to me personally, so that, by true faith, He makes me
share in Christ and all his blessings, comforts me, and remains with me
forever.
Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can.
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion.
The Gospel Song
Holy God in love became, Perfect Man to bear my blame
On the cross He took my sin, By His death I live again
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Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved,
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand,
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my
unbelief! Amen.
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Coronation Hymn

We Will Feast in the House of Zion

Chorus
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things we will say together
We will feast and weep no more
We will not be burned by the fire
He is the Lord our God
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld protected gathered up
Chorus
In the dark of night before the dawn
My soul be not afraid
For the promised morning oh how long
Oh God of Jacob be my strength
Chorus
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together bring shalom
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Benediction
from Ephesians 3:16 & 19
Now may the Lord bless you according to the riches of his glory and grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, that you may be filled
with all thefullness of God in Christ. Amen.
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REFLECTION
——————
On the proper use of accumulated wealth:
In a world of fallen, sinful men, the use of wealth has always been a problem that the
true Christian should face, but it came to a point of special intensity with the Industrial
Revolution and the rise of capitalism. Happily we can look back to some orthodox
Christians, especially in England, who as a part of the preaching of the Gospel saw,
preached, and stood for the proper use of wealth. But, to our shame, the majority of the
Church, when it was providing the consensus, was silent. Christians failed to see that a
failure to preach and act upon a compassionate use of accumulated wealth not only
caused the Church to lose credibility with the working man but was actually a betrayal
of a very important part of the biblical message. This fault was not only a thing of
yesterday: it is often still with us in evangelical circles.
The Bible does clearly teach the right of property, but in both the Old Testament and
the New Testament it puts a tremendous stress on the compassionate use of that
property.
If at each place where the employer was a Bible-believing Christian the world could
see that less profit was being taken so that the workers would have appreciably more
than the "going rate" of pay, the Gospel would have been better proclaimed throughout
the whole world than if the profits were the same as the world took and then large
endowments were given to Christian schools, missions, and other projects....
The answer is where it should have been always, and especially since the Industrial
Revolution: namely, in calling for a compassionate use of wealth by others, and especially
by the practice of a compassionate use of wealth wherever true Christians are.
We must say we are sorry for the defectiveness of the preaching and the practice in
these two areas, and we must make the proper emphasis concerning these an integral
part of our evangelicalism.
.
– Francis A. Schaeffer (1974)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————
Community Group – Meets tonight, January 31, 4-5:30pm. We will meet in several
smaller groups to protect each other. Please RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org and we'll let
the sorting hat script assign us between houses to enjoy (socially distanced) time
together.
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting – 7-7:50pm. In the midst of pandemic, political
chaos and social distancing we need each other, and we need God. Please join us as we
follow a short prayer and scripture liturgy, pray for each other, and have some “digital
fellowship.” Zoom link
Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681
Passcode: 665297
Helping Without Hurting – Every-other-Thursday, (this week, Feb 4), 8-9 pm
We'll look at how the nature and character of God shapes the mercy ministry of His
Church using the book When Helping Hurts.
Zoom link (same as prayer meeting) Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297
Women's Bible Study – Every-other-Tuesday, (next one is Feb 9) 7:30-9 pm, in person
and on zoom (meets next week, 1/9). Please RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org. Link to the
study guide ($2.50).
Zoom Link Meeting ID: 828 6871 9345 Passcode: 246223
Contact us
203.812.9928 or info@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at facebook.com/CPCMilford
or visit us online at cpcmilford.org
CCLI License # 20088182
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