January 2, 2021
Epiphany Sunday
(2nd Sunday of Christmas)

REFLECTION
——————
Celebrating the Epiphany of God: Magi from the East
In the bowing of the magi from the East,
Pagan gentiles own Jesus as king of the world.
Supernatural light leads them,
The glory of God is revealed to them.
Mercy itself descends,
And Heaven’s light lifts our darkness.
In every age and every place
Divine grace draws human hearts
Through our frail witness
To Christ and His crib; Christ and his cross;
Christ and his healing; Christ and his peace.
Thanks be to God for his indescribable Gift!
Thanks be to God for the privilege
Of bringing Hope to the world.
Alleluia!
....................................................................................................................................................................
EPIPHANY – SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost
Gathering Hymn

We Three Kings of Orient Are

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
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Call to Worship

Isaiah 60:1-6 (responsive):

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD
Invocation
New Testament Lesson

Matthew 2:1-12

Praise Hymn

The First Noel

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Confession of Sin

Matthew 2:13-23

Individual Confession
Absolution
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Thanksgiving Hymn

As With Gladness Men of Old

Old Testament Lesson

Psalm 72:1-14

Peace of Christ

The peace of the Lord be with you! And also with you!
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Sanctus
Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord, God of Hosts!
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory! Hosanna in the Highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest.
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Sermon Text

Jeremiah 52

This is the Word of the Lord!

Thanks be to God!

Sermon

An End to the Story | Pastor Curran Bishop

Response Hymn

My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Bringing Our Life to God

Prayers | Collection | Profession

Prayers of the People
Collection

Text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts or visit
give.pcamna.org/to/1708/

O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide
O Savior, rend the heavens wide; Come down, come down with mighty stride.
Unbar the gates, the doors break down; Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.
Confession of Faith

Adapted from The Lausanne Covenant, 1974

I believe in the one eternal God, Creator and Lord of the world, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, who governs all things according to the purpose of His will.
I believe that God has been calling out from the world a people for Himself,
the church, and sending His people back into the world to be His servants and witnesses for
the extension of His Kingdom and for His glory.
I believe in the divine inspiration, truthfulness and authority of both the Old and New
Testament Scriptures in their entirety as the only written word of God, and in the power of
God’s word to accomplish His purpose of salvation.
I believe that there is only one Savior, Jesus Christ, and that He will return personally and
visibly, in power and glory, to consummate His salvation and His judgment.
I believe in the Holy Spirit whom the Father has sent to bear witness to His Son, believing
that conviction of sin, faith in Christ, new birth, and Christian growth are all His work.
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Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When directed please take your
bulletin, stand and form a circle around the worship space. Whether you intend to take communion or
not, please join us in the circle. If you are not able to stand, please move your chair into the circle. We
serve wine in the outer rings of the tray in the Lord’s Supper, believing it to be the Biblical element used.
We provide grape juice in the inner rings for those who, out of conscience or for health, do not drink
wine.

Communion Hymn

Of the Father's Love Begotten (Verses 1-3)

Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, the more I
need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it
be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if
this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to
Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and
church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Coronation Hymn
Benediction

Of the Father's Love Begotten (Verses 4-5)
Romans 16:25-27

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now
been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—to the
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
REFLECTION
——————
Epiphany Light
O dying souls, Behold your living spring;
O dazzled eyes, Behold your sun of grace;
Dull ears, attend what word This Word doth bring;
Up, heavy hearts, with joy Your joy embrace.
From death, from dark, From deafness, from despairs
This life, This light, This Word, This joy repairs.
—Robert Southwell (1561-1595)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————
Community Group | We'll meet tonight to celebrate Epiphany—God's revealing Himself to
the nations!—with a 12 th Night feast at the Costen’s house (846 New Haven Ave, Milford, CT
06460; parking on Eels Hill Rd) at 5:30pm. Check the weekly email for a link to sign up to bring
a dish, drink or side.
Men's Breakfast | Wednesdays at 7am, Pop's Restaurant (134 Old Gate Ln.). A space for
community, important questions, and understanding. Feel free to invite friends and neighbors.
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting | 7-7:50pm. Regular prayer for each other, our community,
our world and the redemptive work of God is essential to our mission. Please join us as we
follow a short prayer and scripture liturgy and pray for each other. Zoom link | Meeting ID:
899 5618 6470 | Passcode: 355978
Sunday Worship | We'll meet at the MAC (40 Railroad Ave.) at 10:30am on Jan. 9, 16, 23, and
at the Fowler Building (parking at 1 Shipyard Ln.) on Jan 30.
Men's & Women’s Bible Studies | Women will meet on Jan 8 and men will meet on Jan 22
from 9-10:30am. Email questions for either study to info@cpcmilford.org.
Men's & Women's Monthly Fellowship | Generally 3rd Fridays, rotating months. The men
will meet January 7 at 7:30pm. RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org.
Contact us
203.812.9928 | cpcmilford@gmail.com | facebook.com/CPCMilford | cpcmilford.org
CCLI License # 20088182
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