March 6, 2022
1st Sunday of Lent, 2nd Anniversary of Worship

REFLECTION
——————
Descent to the Cross: I Am the Light of the World
God the Son came into the world,
The Light who alone can enlighten us.
So cries the psalmist,
“In your Light, we see light!” But we prefer darkness to the light that heals,
Lest the light of God expose
The wound of our selfishness.
As he descends to the Cross,
Christ moves closer to the heart of darkness,
closer and closer to the supreme degradation,
Closer and closer to the chilling abyss of evil.
But in all his humiliation, his pain,
In all his loneliness and rejection,
He remained the Light of the world,
And our darkness could not extinguish it.
Praise be to our Lord Jesus,
Who has turned the gruesome cross into a symbol of hope;
Worship him, our high God
And the Light of our shadowed world!
....................................................................................................................................................................
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT & SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF WORSHIP
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost
Gathering Hymn

Here I am to Worship

Light of the world;
You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
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Beauty that made;
This heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You
Chorus:
So here I am to worship;
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
And You're altogether lovely;
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me
King of all days;
Oh so highly exalted
Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came;
To the earth You created
All for love's sake became poor
Chorus
And I'll never know how much it cost;
To see my sin upon that cross (repeat)
Chorus
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Call to Worship

John 8:12 & Psalm 95:1–2

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
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Invocation
Praise Hymn

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 59:9–15

This is the Word of the Lord!

Thanks be to God!

Confession of Sin
(a prayer by Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
O God, early in the morning I cry to you.
Help me to pray
And to concentrate my thoughts on you:
I cannot do this alone.
In me there is darkness,
But with you there is light;
I am lonely, but you do not leave me;
I am feeble in heart, but with you there is help;
I am restless, but with you there is peace.
In me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience;
I do not understand your ways,
But you know the way for me…
Restore me to liberty,
And enable me to live now
That I may answer before you and before me.
Lord, whatever this day may bring,
Your name be praised.
Amen.
Individual Confession
Absolution
1 John 1:5–7
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin.
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Thanksgiving Hymn

O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.
O light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.
O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.
O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.
New Testament Lesson John 8:12–20, Matthew 5:14–16
Peace of Christ

The peace of the Lord be with you!
And also with you!

Trinity Song
Holy Father Son and Spirit; Holy Communion Three in One
Come with Your peace with Your invitation; Bind us together in holy love
Holy Father Son and Spirit; Holy Communion Three in One
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Sermon Text

Malachi 3:1-5, 8-10, 13-15, 17-4:3

Sermon

Minor Prophets for the Modern Church | Curran Bishop

Response Hymn

Is He Worthy?

(Regular font = women ; Bold = men ; Bold Italic = everyone)
Do you feel the world is broken? - We do
Do you feel the shadows deepen? - We do
But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light from getting through?
We do
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? - We do
Is all creation groaning? - It is
Is a new creation coming? - It is
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst?- It is
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? - It is
Is anyone worthy, Is anyone whole
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave
He is David's Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave
Is He worthy, Is He worthy
Of all blessing and honor and glory
Is He worthy of this? - He is
Does the Father truly love us? - He does
Does the Spirit move among us? - He does
And does Jesus our Messiah hold forever those He loves? - He does
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? - He does
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Is anyone worthy, Is anyone whole
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave
He is David's Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave
From ev'ry people and tribe every nation and tongue
He has made us a kingdom and priests
To God to reign with the Son
Is He worthy, Is He worthy
Of all blessing and honor and glory
Is He worthy, Is He worthy
Is He worthy of this? – He is
— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Bringing Our Life to God

Prayers | Collection | Profession

Prayers of the People
Collection

Text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts
or visit give.pcamna.org/to/1708/

Jesus, Remember Me
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Confession of Faith
from the Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 52 & 56
Christians, what do you believe?
In all my distress and persecution, I turn my eyes to the heavens and
confidently await as Judge the very One who has already stood trial in my
place before God and so has removed the whole curse from me. I believe
that God, because of Christ's atonement, will never hold against me any of
my sins nor my sinful nature which I need to struggle against all my life.
Rather in his grace God grants me the righteousness of Christ to free me
forever from judgment.
Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When directed please
take your bulletin, stand and form a circle around the worship space. Whether you intend to
take communion or not, please join us in the circle. If you are not able to stand, please move
your chair into the circle. We serve wine in the outer rings of the tray in the Lord’s Supper,
believing it to be the Biblical element used. We provide grape juice in the inner rings for those
who, out of conscience or for health, do not drink wine.
Communion Hymn

At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing (Verses 1-2)

Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved,
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand,
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help
my unbelief! Amen.
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —
Coronation Hymn

At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing (Verse 3)

Benediction
from 1 Timothy 6:11-16
O people of God, pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called
and about which you made the good confession. Now to our Lord Jesus Christ—he
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone
has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can
see—to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
REFLECTION
——————
Lent and the Question of Jesus
Lent began this past Wednesday—which brings Good Friday and Easter onto the
horizon! Almost certainly, Time or Newsweek will have a picture of Jesus on the cover of
their news magazine sometime over the next six weeks, and some provocative title to
an article in which they will quote a “leading NT scholar” who has some new theory
about the “real” Jesus. The only redeeming thing about these very predictable articles is
that they get before people once more the great question of the ages: Who is Jesus Christ?
It’s the question Jesus himself puts to his followers after he asks them what the crowds
think of him: Jesus said to his disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” (Luke
9:20) Jesus answered that question throughout his teaching and healing ministry. And in
John’s gospel particularly, Jesus reveals who he is for the world using wonderful pictures
and images in the famous “I Am” sayings.
This year during Lent our liturgy each week will lead us into the celebration of
Christ by focusing on one of the “I Am” sayings. In these images, Jesus uncovers not
only his own identity and power but our human need as well: it would not be such good
news that Jesus is “the light of the world” if we were not caught up in our own
darkness; that Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life” if we were not lost,
confused in falsehoods, and captive to death’s mockery of all our dreams and hopes.
(adapted from Ron Lutjens, Pastor, Webster Groves, Missouri)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————
2nd Anniversary Celebration Meal | Join us after the service to commemorate our
second year in the Milford community! We’ll enjoy a mimosa toast, meatball/shredded
pork sandwiches & cake.
Community Group | We will meet again on March 13th for a Bible Study and meal.
Additional details TBD.
Men's Breakfast | Wednesdays at 7am, Pop's Restaurant (134 Old Gate Ln.). A space
for community, important questions, and understanding. Feel free to invite friends,
coworkers and neighbors.
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting | 7-7:50pm. Please join us as we follow a short
prayer and scripture liturgy and pray for each other. Zoom link | Meeting ID: 899
5618 6470 | Passcode: 355978
Sunday Worship | We'll meet at the Milford Arts Council (40 Railroad Ave) at
10:30am through the month of March.
Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies | Men meet next on Saturday 3/12, women on 3/19,
from 9-10:30am. Email questions for either study to info@cpcmilford.org.
Men's & Women's Monthly Fellowship | Generally 3rd Fridays, rotating months: the
men will meet March 18th for a bonfire or pub night. RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org.
Contact us
203.812.9928 | cpcmilford@gmail.com | facebook.com/CPCMilford | cpcmilford.org
CCLI License # 20088182
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